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ASSOCIATION ITEMS. 


INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS CON- 
MITTEE. 

When that part of this Committee consisting of one 
from each state and territory was announced in the 
meeting in New Orleans, Connecticut, North Caro¬ 
lina, Oregon and Wyoming Territory were omitted. 

The President, J. S. Lynch, of Baltimore, who oc¬ 
cupied the chair at the time, has supplied the defect 
by appointing Dr. W. C. Wile, of Sandy Hook, Con¬ 
necticut; Dr. N. J. Pittman, of Tarboro, N. Carolina; 
Dr. E. C. Fraser, of Portland, Oregon, and Dr. J. J. 
McAchran, of Laramie City, W. T., as members of 
the Committee. 

The whole Committee is expected to meet at the 
Palmer House in this city (Chicago) on the 24th 
inst., in accordance with the official notice published 
in our last week’s issue. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Importation of Infected Rags.— The Sec¬ 
retary of the Treasury has issued the following cir¬ 
cular : “ Whereas it has been conclusively shown 

to the department that, under existing laws, no gen¬ 
eral regulation can be legally framed whereby the 
disinfection of old rags can be accomplished in for¬ 
eign ports to the satisfaction of the several health 
authorities, therefore it is ordered : 1. That all circu¬ 
lars of this department concerning the disinfection 
of imported old rags are hereby revoked, and that 
old rags hereafter imported from foreign countries 
shall be admitted to entry at the Custom-House only 
upon the production of permits from the health offi¬ 
cers at the ports of importation duly authorizing the 
landing of the same. 2. Vessels carrying old rags 
arriving at any United States quarantine will be de¬ 
tained by the quarantine officers, and held subject to 
the order of the proper health authorities at the port 
of destination.” 


Massachusetts Medical Society.— At the one 
hundred and fourth annual meeting of this Society, 
held in Boston June 9 and 10, the following officers 
for the ensuing year were elected: President, Charles 
D. Homans, of Boston; Vice-President, Dr. Mun- 
sell, of Harwich; Treasurer, Dr. Frank W. Draper, 
of Boston ; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Charles 
W. Swan, of Boston ; Recording Secretary, Dr. Fran¬ 
cis W. Goss, of Roxbury; Librarian, Dr. Edwin H. 
Brigham, of Boston; Orator, Dr. R. M. Hodges, of 
Boston; Anniversary Chairman, Dr. Harvey, of West- 
bury. The various committees chosen were the same 
as last year. 


Collective Investigation in Russia. —The med¬ 
ical societies of Russia formed, at a recent meeting 
held in St. Petersburg, a Collective Investigation 
Committee for Russia, which will communicate w 7 ith 
the English Committee. Professor Lesshaft and Dr. 
Monastyrski are the Secretaries. The subjects for 


: collective investigation will be those proposed by the 
i International Committee, and with the same tables of 
questions, namely: rhachitis, calculus, typhus, exan- 
thematicus, acute rheumatism, and diseases of the 
age of school-attendance. 


The Comma-Bacillus : Proposal for a Commis¬ 
sion of Inquiry.—Mr. W. Watson Cheyne, in a 
note to the British Medical Journal of May 30th, 
thinks that the only way in which the questions in 
dispute between himself and Dr. Klein can be 
decided, is by repeating the experiments before a 
competent commission; and says: 

The subject is of such immense importance that it 
certainly should not be allowed to rest in its present 
unsatisfactory state. There are four statements made 
by Dr. Klein which ought, I think, on account of 
their importance, to be submitted to a commission. 

1. Dr. Klein states that in the caecum of healthy 
guinea-pigs the “ comma-bacilli of Koch” are present. 
I have investigated this matter, and cannot confirm 
this statement. Let us repeat the experiment side 
by side before the commission. 

2. Dr. Klein states that after isolation by ligature 
of a loop of intestine in monkeys, and injection of 
sulphate of magnesia into the part between the liga¬ 
tures, comma-bacilli appear in the contents of this 
part which he is “ unable to distinguish from the 
choleraic comma-bacilli.” I have not repeated this 
observation; let it be done before the commission. 

3. Dr. Klein states that the comma-bacilli of the 
saliva can be cultivated in neutral jelly, and, after 
acclimatization in this medium, can be made to grow 
in the same material as is used for the cultivation of 
the cholera-bacilli, and that then the cultivation of 
the two organisms are identical in every respect. I 
cannot confirm the statement that the comma-bacilli 
of the saliva can be grown in neutral jelly. The 
observation ought to be repeated. 

4. Dr. Klein makes various statements with regard 
to the behavior of cholera-bacilli with acids which 
are in apparent contradiction to my results, and 
which it would be well to test before the commission; 
not that this is an essential point, but it would serve 
to illustrate the method*; employed, more especially 
the sufficiency of the control-experiments. 

It would also be well to repeat some of Dr. Koch’s 
recent experiments on animals, in order to give Dr. 
Klein the opportunity of proving satisfactorily, by 
control-experiments, that the results are due to sep- 
ticiemia or to the surgical interference. 

As regards the conditions under which the experi¬ 
ments should be done, it seems to me essential that, 
having regard to Mr. DowdeswelPs experience, they 
should be carried out in a laboratory in which culti¬ 
vations of cholera-bacilli have not previously been 
made; that the apparatus used—more especially the 
syringes, needles, etc.—should be new; that every 
step we take should be in the presence, and subject 
to the criticism, of each other and the members of 
| the commission. The commission would not, of 
course, be asked to express any opinion as to Dr. 
Koch’s views, but merely to state the facts which 
; they see. 
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The New York College of Medicine and Sur¬ 
gery. —The bill for the incorporation of this proposed 
pernicious addition to the medical colleges of New 
York has been vetoed by the Governor of that state. 

Charity-Matches ok the Scottish Football 
Association.— Last year, says the British Medical 
Journal , of May 30, we drew attention to the very 
commendable practice of the Scottish Football As¬ 
sociation, by which the surplus funds resulting from 
the drawings at the various Charity Cup matches were 
divided amongst several of the charitable institutions 
of Glasgow. This plan has been followed again this 
year, and different charities have been benefited to 
the extent of ^520; the Royal and Western Infirm¬ 
aries heading the list with ^100 each. During the 
ten years that these matches have been instituted, no 
less a sum than ^5,240 has been disbursed by the 
Association from this source. 

American Laryngological Association. —The 
seventh annual congress of the American Laryngol¬ 
ogical Association will be held in Abstract Hall, 
Lafayette Avenue, Detroit, Mich., June 24, 25, and 
26, 1885. The profession is cordially invited to at¬ 
tend the sessions of the congress. 


sold to crockery dealers and others for packing pur¬ 
poses. We are taking all sorts of precautions against 
the spread of cholera, and here, right under our noses, 
a stuff which easily carries infection and which is 
likely to have disease germs within it, is not only per¬ 
mitted to be landed to the amount of 100 tons weekly, 
but is scattered broadcast all over the country, carry¬ 
ing possibly pestilence with it.” 

Cholera in Spain. —A dispatch from Madrid, of 
June 16, states that in the Province of Castellon de 
la Plana there were eighty cases of cholera and sixty 
deaths on June 15. Thirty thousand people have fled 
from Murcia owing to the terrible dread of the dis¬ 
ease which has taken possession of the people. In 
| the city of Murcia alone, on June 15, there were, ac- 
| cording to the latest rumors, sixty-four new cases of 
| cholera and thirty-nine deaths. In the Province of 
I Murcia outside of the city there were fifty cases of 
cholera and sixteen deaths within the same period. 
The Official Gazette confirms the statement that 
■ cholera is raging in the Provinces of Valencia, Cas- 
: tellon de la Plana, and Murcia, and in the city of 
| Madrid. The Opposition newspapers, on the con- 
; trary, deny the existence of Asiatic cholera in the 
j city of Madrid. 


The Reporting of Contagious Diseases.— A 
Suggestion to the Board of Health. —Dr. J. W. 
Brannan, of New York, makes the following very sen¬ 
sible suggestion : “I see by the last Record that the 
Board of Health complain that many physicians do 
not report promptly their cases of contagious disease. 
I would suggest to our Health Board that if they 
would simplify the work of reporting, there would 
probably be less neglect of the regulations on the 
part of physicians. In Boston all physicians are pro¬ 
vided by the local authorities with postal cards, on 
one side of which is printed the address of the Board 
of Health, and on the other very much the same 
form of words that is found on slips furnished to phy¬ 
sicians in New York. In case of contagious disease, 
the blank spaces in the form are filled out, the card 
is dropped into a post-box, and the matter is over. 
I commend the above plan to our Board of Health, 
that they may secure greater efficiency of service.”— 
Medical Record , June 13, 1885. 

Dangers from Infected Straw. —A dispatch 
from New York, of June 16, states that the dealers 
in hay and straw propose to begin active measures 
against the steamship companies for their neglect 
to destroy the straw bedding used by the steerage 
passengers unless the companies mend their ways 
very soon. A leading hay dealer says: “The pub¬ 
lic does not know its danger from this source. When 
the Pilot Commissioners forbade the further throwing 


The Italian Medical Association will hold its 
eleventh annual meeting in Perugia in September, 
j 1885, at which there will be an exhibition of medicinal 
articles, and of surgical and sanitary instruments and 
appliances. 

j Death of Dr. Thorburn. —The English journals 
announce the death of Dr. John Thorburn, Professor 
! of Obstetric Medicine at the Owens College and 
J Victoria University, Manchester. His “ Practical 
Treatise on the Diseases of Women ” was published 
| just before his death. He was instrumental in the 
: foundation of the British Gynaecological Society. 

official list of changes in the stations and 
duties of officers serving in the medical 

DEPARTMENT, U. S. ARMY, FROM JUNE 6, ,885, TO 
JUNE 12, 1885. 

Major B. E. Fryer, Surgeon, U. S. Army, ordinary leave of ab- 
j sence extended six months, from July i, 1885, on surgeon’s 
certificate of disability. (S. 0 . 129, A. G. O., June 6, 1S85.) 

1 The order directing Major P. J. A. Cleary, Surgeon U.S. A., to 
change station from Ft. Union, N. M., to Ft. Lyon, Col., is 
revoked. (S. O. 81, Dept. Mo., June 8, i88y) 

' Captain Charles Richard, Assistant Surgeon, granted leave of 
absence for three days. (S. O. 125, A. G. O., June 5, 1885.) 
First Lieutenant C. N. B. Macauley, Assistant Surgeon, re¬ 
lieved from duty at Ft. Sisseton, D. T., and ordered for duty 
at Ft. A. Lincoln, D. T. (S. O. 61, Dept. Dak., June 5, 
:88s.) 

official list of changes of stations and DUTIES 


of the straw in the harbor, the companies invoked 
the aid of licensed vendors to help them get rid of 
the old bedding. It was turned out on the piers, 
and these vendors were either made a present of it 
or bought it at a low price. They now take it to 
Hoboken and Jersey City, where it is retailed and 


of medical officers of the u. s. marine hos¬ 
pital SERVICE FOR THE WEEK ENDED JUNE 13, 1885. 

Walter Wyman, Surgeon, to proceed to New York, N. Y.. and 
assume charge of the Service, relieving Surgeon Sawtelie, June 
8, 1885. 

Banks, C. E., Passed Assistant Surgeon, granted leave of ab¬ 
sence for thirty days, June 12, 1885- 
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